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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action on the merits of application SN 10/733,299. 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of minor informalities. The 
word "cram" appears four times on lines 6 and 8 and should be "cam". 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 2,817,548 to Uthemann. Uthemann '548 discloses an adjustable fixture for an 
umbrella that has an inner rod (2) and an outer rod (1). A sleeve (9) is attached to the 
outer rod (1) so that inner rod is slidable within the outer rod (1). A cam handle (6) is 
pivotally attached through a pin (8) to connecting walls (10) that boss out of the sleeve 
(9). A block (3) has a recess (7) where a cam (5) on the end of the cam handle (6) 
urges the block (3) through holes (4) into a location to tighten the inner rod (2) in a 
secure position. A resilient member (12) is on the inner face of the outer rod (1) so that 
when the block (3) is engaged it lifts off of the inner face of the outer rod and makes 
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contact with the inner rod (2). When the cam (5) is withdrawn the resilient member (12) 
acts as a spring and withdraws the block (3) back with the cam (5) so that the inner rod 
(2) is free to slide. Therefore it can be seen in figure 1 below that the resilient member 
(12) is functional equivalent to the springs recited in the claim. 




Uthemann '548 Figure 1 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 2,849,249 to Fridolph in view of U.S. Patent 2,817,548 to Uthemann. Fridolph 
'249 discloses an adjustable fixture for an umbrella that has inner rod (11) and an outer 
rod (12). The outer rod (12) is inserted within the sleeve (15). The inner rod (1 1) is 
inserted within the outer rod (12) in a slidable manner. The sleeve (15) has a connecting 
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wall (23,24) bossing out from one side of the sleeve (15). The sleeve (15) has holes 
(19) on the same side (15) that the connecting wall (23,24) is exposing from. A cam 
handle (22) has a cam (27) at one end. The cam (27) being pivotally connected to the 
connecting wall (23,24) by a pin (25). A spring (31) is connected to the sleeve (15) and 
outer rod (12) so that when the cam handle (22) is in the released position the spring 
(31) is biased away from the inner rod (1 1) so that the inner rod (1 1) is free to move as 
seen in figure 4. When the cam handle (22) is in the engaged position, the spring (31) is 
urged by the cam (27) into a position in contact with the inner rod (11) and thus tightens 
the inner rod (1 1) in a secure position as seen in figure 3. The claim calls for springs, 
but Fridolph only shows one spring. Fridolph's spring (31) would be functionally 
equivalent to the multiple springs recited in the claims. 




Fridolph '249 Figure 3 
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4. Fridolph '249 does not expressly disclose a block located between the cam and 
the holes so that the block is urged into a position to secure the inner rod. Uthemann 
'548 discloses an adjustable fixture for an umbrella that has an inner rod (2) and an 
outer rod (1). A sleeve (9) is attached to the outer rod (1) so that inner rod is slidable 
within the outer rod (1). A cam handle (6) is pivotally attached through a pin (8) to 
connecting walls (10) that boss out of the sleeve (9). A block (3) has a recess (7) where 
a cam (5) on the end of the cam handle (6) urges the block (3) through holes (4) into a 
location to tighten the inner rod (2) in a secure position. A resilient member (16) is on 
the edge of the block (3) that is in contact with the inner rod (2) as seen in figure 2 
below. 




Uthemann '548 Figure 3 
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5. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to take the adjustable fixture of Fridolph and add the block of Uthemann to 
improve the camming or gripping effect and to minimize damage to the spring and inner 
rod. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent 6,142,699 to Pao discloses an adjustable fixture for 
two rods with a cam and a block. U.S. Patent 6,032,908 discloses an adjustable fixture 
with a cam and a spring. U.S. Patent 5,152,495 to Jacinto discloses an umbrella with an 
adjustable fixture with a cam handle. U.S. Patent 4,850,564 to Padin discloses an 
umbrella holder that uses a cam handle. U.S. Patent 4,185,936 to Takahashi discloses 
an adjustable fixture for two rods that has a cam and a block. U.S. Patent 4,029,279 to 
Nakatani discloses an adjustable fixture for tow rods that has a cam and a block. U.S. 
Patent 2,628,797 to Campomar discloses a beach umbrella that uses a cam handle. 
U.S. Patent 371,652 to Witherell discloses an umbrella with a cam handle used to make 
a secure position for the inner rod. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Ayres whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8299. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. - 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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